
The aims of the Bowie-Crofton Garden Club shall be to promote interest in and develop 
skills in gardening through cooperation, joint efforts, and good fellowship. 

 
June 2009 

 
Next Monthly Meeting 

By George Cornwall 
 

Please join us on June 30th at Bowie City Hall at 7:30 pm to learn more about vegetable and flower 
gardening in containers presented by Joe and Nila Henson. Joe has been a Maryland Master Gardener for 
three years and Nila is an Intern Master Gardener. They currently reside in Fort Washington.��
 

 
Presidents Comments 

by Jesse Terres 
 
Today I picked and had with my dinner my first cucumber. The name of it is ‘Diva’ and it was delicious. I 
started the seeds in my greenhouse, a distinct advantage, but I’ll bet you could accomplish the same thing in 
a cold frame, perhaps with a little heat. In either case home grown is the best. Can’t wait for those tomatoes 
to ripen. 

For you worm lovers, an article in COUNTRY FOLKS GROWER announces the 9th annual North Carolina 
State University Vermiculture Conference about worm farming and vermicomposting. Industry experts will 
teach a wide variety of subjects. This conference is great for beginners or seasoned worm farm operators.  

2009 NCSU Vermiculture Conference; June 4th, 2009 - June 5th, 2009; Durham, NC 

NC State University's 9th Annual Vermiculture Conference will be held on June 4-5, 2009 at Durham Public 
Schools Staff Development Center in Durham, North Carolina. This is the only training on mid-to-large scale 
vermicomposting in the U.S. They will present the latest research on the effects of worm castings and tea on 
plant growth and disease suppression, how to effectively market worms and castings, and hear from seasoned 
worm growers about their personal experiences. At this conference there will be panel discussions and 
informal networking opportunities which will give you the opportunity to get answers to your questions from 
industry experts and other growers. You will learn about vermicomposting techniques and equipment used, 
including:  How to raise earthworms; Vermicomposting technologies; Benefits and uses of vermicompost; 
Research studies of vermicompost; Marketing products; Testing vermicompost, soil and feedstocks; Brewing 
and using vermicompost tea; Class A stabilization of biosolids through vermicomposting.  

There will also be a field trip to see an operation that sells worms, vermicompost and tea. Who Should 
Attend: Worm growers; farmers; gardeners; composters, nursery, orchard and greenhouse owners; soil 
blenders, entrepreneurs, livestock operators, extension agents, solid waste managers, landscapers, 
consultants; and food service managers.  



For an agenda, details on the conference location, hotel accommodations and to register online, please visit 
their website at http://www.bae.ncsu.edu/workshops/worms09/ 

 
Event Location: 
DPS Staff Development Center 
2107 Hillandale Road 
Durham, NC 27705 

Contact: 
Christina Shepard at 
(919) 513-2192 

Event Sponsor: 
NC State University 

 
 

Meeting Minutes, May 26, 2009 
 

The Tuesday May 26th meeting of the Bowie Crofton Garden Club was held at the Bowie City Hall. 

Jesse Terres, President, called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm 

The April Minutes were unanimously approved. 

Program: the speaker failed to show 

Committee Reports: 

Membership  

Lynne Snyder introduced new members. Please renew your membership by June 30. Lynne will prepare a 
new membership list on July 1 and there will be a new password. The membership list is password protected. 
The newsletter is NOT password protected. Lynne apologized for the delay with the May newsletter. 
Members received the May copy at the May 26th meeting and the members who were not present will 
receive their newsletter in the mail. Those members who access their newsletter via email were able to read it 
in early May when Don Sminkey posted it on the BCGC website. When you renew your membership, please 
update your membership info. Don’t forget that there will be a June meeting in addition to the picnic. 

Plant Sale  

Great news! The plant sale profit was approximately $1450.00. Final figure will be known at the June 
meeting. Four 6-foot tables were purchased for the plant sale and Lynne has stored the tables and tents at her 
home. Patti Cone donated wreaths for the plant sale and all were sold. The Lions Club donated a $65. Rain 
Barrel and the Club made $87 from the rain barrel raffle. For continued goodwill with the Lions Club, an 
agreement has been made that some one from the Lions Club will speak at one of our meetings on Rain 
Barrels and a BCGC member will speak at a Lions Club meeting. The plant sale will be held at the 
traditional date next year on the last Saturday in April. Only one new member signed up at the plant sale. 

Lynne solicited observations, suggestions for next year’s plant sale. Good/Bad/Indifferent: 

�� Sold a lot more of member plants this year 

�� Cardinal Creek will be there next year 

�� Bring gardening reference books next year 

�� Master Gardener interns floated around this year and that was good 

�� Good showing of club members this year than in other years 

�� Make sure that your plants are established and well rooted 

�� If you bring invasives, identify/caution them as an Invasive plant. 

�� Jesse brought more than 300 tomato plants and was sold out by 10:30 am 

�� Orange cones help traffic patterns on the parking lot; borrow the big orange cones for next year 



�� Last year’s profit….someone thought it was near $1900. 

�� Did very well this year, despite the lack of vendors. 

Hospitality  

Please contact Eleanor Leshinsky if you have not signed up to attend or if you haven’t identified what you 
plan to bring to the picnic. It will be held at Highbridge Park from 3 to 7 pm. Don’t forget to bring outdoor 
games to play. Bocce, horseshoes, etc. 

Treasurer  

Karin Banta was absent but Jesse addressed Karin’s question whether the club was a charity or a garden club 
for IRS guidelines. Jesse looked at the By-laws and it’s stated that we’re a garden club. Purpose is to 
stimulate interest in gardening, nothing mentioned about charity. 

Program  

Meeting will be held on June 30th at the Bowie City Hall at 7:30 pm to learn more about vegetable and 
flower gardening in containers, presented by Joe and Nila Henson. Joe has been a Maryland Master Gardener 
for three years and Nila is an Intern Master Gardener.  

Field Trips, Garden Tours: No report 

Old Business  
On membership/dues/newsletter 

Jesse looked at the by-laws and the dues are $10 for an individual or $12 for a family. There is nothing in the 
by-laws about a reduced fee if you don’t get a mailed newsletter. The dues are the dues – general fund – 
strictly for membership. There is a cost to maintain the website. The Executive Board will decide whether to 
increase the dues. 

Judging at the Old Stage Community 

Karen Maggart solicited volunteers to serve as judges for the Old Stage Community in Bowie to choose the 
best garden landscape. There will be only one first place prize and a back up winner. The judging will take 
place on July 11. The volunteer judges are Kent Winterson, Gaye Williams and Beatriz Soper. The back up 
judge will be Barb Eberstein. 

Gardening Seminar  

Since the speaker didn’t show, Jesse discussed a variety of gardening topics and issues. 

It was such an interesting discussion and lively interaction, that we didn’t even miss the speaker! Among the 
topics that were discussed: getting rid of thistle, grape vines, electric sterilizers, Messenger powder, worm 
poop, making your own kneeling pads, constructing tomato cages, growing tomatoes and other veggies. 
Jesse brought a plastic tub that one can purchase at Lowe’s for mixing concrete and cement. The inexpensive 
tub can be bought for under $5.00 and is perfect for mixing potting soil instead. Jesse also made a wonderful 
potting bench. He is donating it to the garden club and we’ll sell raffle tickets for $1.00 at both at the June 13 
picnic and again at the June 30 meeting when the winning raffle ticket will be drawn. Jesse has agreed to 
deliver the potting bench to your home. 

Show and Tell  

Gaye Williams bought a coveted elephant foot yam from Africa at the Philadelphia Garden Show. It is a very 
unusual plant and well worth the pricey tag.  

Door Prizes  

The door prizes were awarded as well as a lot of plants that were donated from a member who was moving 
to Florida, so we had many members taking home plants. 



Adjournment  

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 pm and additional plants and gardening goodies were shared after the 
meeting was adjourned. Many members stayed around for more gardening talk camaraderie. 

Respectfully submitted, Kathleen Beres, Secretary 

 
Treasurer’s Report June, 2009 

By Karin Banta 
 

Starting Balance/Checkbook $1,713.63  
    

Expenses     

Crofton Printing, May Newsletter  $57.05 
Richard Dodson/Tables  $164.89 
Plants for Plantsale $296.00 $460.89 

Rose Arslanian/Stamps/May Newsletter $58.82 
Gaye Williams/ Plants $254.30 
Joan Walker/ Letters for Plantsale/Misc. $48.95 
TOTAL $880.01 
     
Deposits       
L. Snyder/Return of advance for cash/Plantsale $250.00 
Donation George Cornwall $10.00 
Plantsale/Faith Bange $105.00 
Plantsale/Glen & Susan Piatt $19.00 
Net Proceeds of Raffle $87.00 
Plantsale/Cash & Checks $1,946.25 
Membership $136.00 
             
TOTAL $2,553.25 
    
Checkbook Balance $3,386.87 
AVAILABLE FUNDS  $3,386.87 

 
 

Garden Tours for the Month of June 
 

 Jerry and Faith Bange, Official Display Garden of the American Hemerocallis Society 

�
Club Members Faith and Jerry Bange cordially invite one and all to tour their 
magnificent gardens and landscape, which consists of a collection of about 
1,100 varieties of daylily -- a spectacular visual indeed. This event will take 
place on Saturday, June 27, 2009 from 8 A.M. to 2 P.M. The Annapolis 
Watercolor Club will be in the garden painting as an added interest feature. 
The Bange’s live in Davidsonville. Directions from Route 50 (East): Take 
the Route 424 (Davidsonville Road.) Exit south towards Davidsonville until 
you arrive at the signal light at the intersection of Route 424 and Route 214 



(Central Avenue). Make a right at the signal light. There is a turn-off lane onto Route 214 (Central Avenue 
West) and go approximately ¾ of a mile. Make a left onto Foxhall Drive (which is across from the Lakemont 
Memorial Garden and the Davidsonville Elementary School). The Bange residence and garden are at the 5th 
house on the right – 3508 Foxhall Drive, Davidsonville, MD 21035. Parking is available on the street. If you 
have questions about the directions, please call 410-798-9207. 

Visitors are welcome at their gardens anytime during the growing season, which is from June to September. 
Peak blooming time is the last week of June through the third week of July. Please call ahead to ensure that 
they are home at the time at which you wish to visit. 

Also, if anyone in the Bowie-Crofton Garden Club is inclined, Faith Bange could use some help “live-
heading” on Friday afternoon--June 26th (before the garden tour commences the next day). They usually 
spend several hours taking off the dead blooms and the LIVE blooms so the next morning everything is 
pristine and perfect for garden visitors. If “live-headers” stay long enough, husband Jerry goes for pizza for 
everyone while you sit around and have a laugh or two about what you all have been doing – and rest! 

Club Members are also reminded that the National Capital Daylily Club will be having its American 
Hemerocallis Society accredited Plant Show the next day, Sunday, June 28th, at Brookside Gardens in Silver 
Spring. Everyone is welcome to attend this very beautiful event. See you then. 

 

 

Tour the Garden of Ellen Brous 
 
         “Now Listen Up Everyone!” 
You are cordially invited to visit the very beautiful 
open garden/landscape of B-CGC Garden Club 
Member Ellen Brous. We can guarantee that you will 
enjoy seeing her gardening prowess, and at the same 
time enjoy the gentle, refreshing breezes from the 
Chesapeake Bay. 

LOCATION : 107 Elliott Place, in beautiful, serene 
Beverly Beach, MD (Anne Arundel County). Take 
Route 214 (Central Avenue) as far East as Route 214 
will go. You will dead end looking directly at the 
Chesapeake Bay. Make a right hand turn onto 

Chesapeake Avenue. Go to the end of Chesapeake Ave. and make a right hand turn onto Elliott Place. 
Ellen’s house is the 3rd house on the left. This venue we can promise is “camera-ready!” 

DATE: Saturday, June 27, 2009 

TIME : From 9 A.M. - 3 P.M.  

For further information, please contact Ellen Brous at 410-798-8872. 

 

Give - Away 
FREE: Two fluorescent light fixtures, 48 inches long, with two gro lights and four regular fluorescent shop 
lights. Call me at 301-262-4734 
Evelyn Svoboda 

��



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Here is a picture of a handmade planting 
table and the builder (handyman, Jesse 

Terres). This table will be raffled off and the 
tickets will be sold during the annual picnic 

on June 13 and the monthly meeting on 
Tuesday, June 30. For explicit details please 

contact Jesse at 301-464-5914. 
 

 

 

 
 

Protecting your Home, Plants/Garden, While Away on Vacation 
Contributed by Rich Dodson 

 

You and your family are finally going away on that well-deserved vacation! What you don't want to do is to 
come home to a lawn and garden that are "burned up" and dead, when you return.  

With all of the rain that we have had this spring, we have more than "caught up" on the water deficit that we 
had been experiencing, coming out of the winter months. However, this too could turn around and you 
should consider what to do while you are away, to avoid a garden catastrophe. 

The first possibility would be to have a local landscaping company come install a sprinkler/irrigation system, 
to the tune of several thousand dollars. Of course this isn't a very practical solution for most of us, so let's 
look at "The Poor Man's Solution" to watering while you are gone. 

Above all, you don’t want your home to look "vacant & abandoned" (or you may come home to find that 
burglars have "cleaned you out"), so you'll want to take obvious precautions. For openers, stop your mail and 
newspapers, and ask a trusted neighbor to pick up those FREE weekly papers that get delivered anyway. As 
you read last week's newspapers, you may notice someone came back from vacation to find their house 
emptied of everything, including the houseplants. Speaking of houseplants, you'll want to ask a neighbor 
who has a key to your house to come in and water your houseplants once a week. Better yet, have that trusted 
neighbor, who has a key, come and take the mail in for you, then you won't have to stop the mail and normal 
delivery won't signal that you're away. 

You should have someone mow your lawn mid-way through your vacation; a manicured lawn tells people 
someone's still around the house. If you're going to be away for an extended period, have this done more than 



once and you may want to ask that trusted neighbor to, "trot out a portable sprinkler or two, if it doesn't rain. 

If you have hanging plants and/or container plantings, these will dry out quickly. Some people prefer to get a 
neighbor to water these plants, but if you want to be a bit creative, there are alternatives. 

Containers need watering on a regular basis in the heat of the summer, but that is also the time when most 
families go away on vacation. Some people prefer to get a neighbor to water the plants along with feeding 
the family pets, but others need to be a little more creative. In assessing the needs of the container you will 
need to figure out the best way to keep them alive by: 

First and foremost, consider using some of the water retaining beads (available at your garden shop), which 
swell up and store water when you water and releases it slowly over time, as required by your plants. These 
should be "dug in," when doing the original planting and will simplify your watering chores all summer long. 

Alternatively, or in addition to the beads, you might want to consider a low-tech water reservoir such as a 5-
gallon bucket with a wick to carry water to the center of your hanging pot/container. Take a few strips of an 
old towel and soak them in the water. With one end in the water, bury the other end in the container, trying to 
get the wick close enough to your plants so they will all receive water. The end in the bucket should ideally 
reach the base of the bucket so it still works when the water level goes down. Place the reservoir on the 
shady side of the container. The wick will absorb water from the bucket and transfer it to the dry soil in the 
container. 

Garden shops also sell expensive water globes, which can be filled 
and will release water over time. But a less expensive solution is to 
buy an adapter spigot that can be screwed onto a 2-liter plastic soda 
bottle that works just as well or BETTER! (See photo.) 

If you have large plants (e.g., tomato plants or newly planted trees), 
consider filling gallon milk jugs with water and positioning them 
around the roots of your plant. A small hole punched in the base of 
the jug will dispense water a drip at a time over the duration of your 
vacation. This works nicely, even if you aren't going away, to cut 
down on, carrying water daily. If you are looking for a less labor-
intensive answer, ask your garden shop about a large donut-shaped 
"Gators" or large 15 or 20-gallon "Treegator" water bags that hang on your tree or can be staked along side 
to provide long-term drip irrigation. Again, if you're not averse to spending a few bucks, a low-tech 
combination of the two (Called, "Tree I.V.") can be found online at http://www.SayeGrow.com. 

Depending upon how long you plan to be away, consider whether your plants will survive alone without 
your care. If you think they can, then water them well before you go and remember to water again 
immediately upon your return. 

Last, but certainly not least, think about moving small hanging baskets/containers inside while you are gone. 
Water the containers and let them drain well before bringing them inside. Place them in bright light, but 
away from direct sunlight. When you return, take the plants back outside and water them well. 

If bringing your plants inside is undesirable or impractical, then consider relocating them to a shady position 
such as under the deck where they will not require as much water. At any rate, you should consider moving 
your hanging plants and containers out of full sun and into the shade, where they will demand less water. 
Finally consider the plants, as some plants are more drought-tolerant than others. 

Obviously none of these methods is perfect, but may give you a few ideas to enable you to take a trip for a 
few days without losing your beautiful containers and hanging baskets to the hot, dry conditions while you 
are away. So relax and enjoy your break, knowing your plants will still be there to welcome you when you 
return. 

 



Executive Committee 

President 
Jesse Terres 
301-464-5914 
jessgail@verizon.net 

Treasurer 
Karin Banta 
301-262-0653 
k.banta04@verizon.net  

Hospitality 
Eleanor & Charles Leshinsky 
301-262-0328 
leshinsky1@verizon.net 

1st VP/Programs 
George Cornwall 
301-233-3186 
 

Secretary 
Kathleen Beres 
301-249-1120 
kabintospace@aol.com 

Member Garden Tours 
Kent Winterson 
301-464-0386 
kwinterson@hrsa.gov  

2nd VP/Membership 
Lynne Snyder 
301-464-4642 
LynneinMD@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor, Webmaster 
Donald Sminkey 
301-512-3048 
gardener@bcgardenclub.org 

Sunshine 
Barbara Eberstein 
301-262-4112 

3rd VP/Plant Exchange 
Joan Walker 
301-262-6816 
jb1932@verizon.net 

Field Trips 
Ellen Brous 
410-798-8872 
Ellen.Brous@ppd.mncppc.org 

Historian 
Francisco Román 
202-262-9360 
ciscoroman@comcast.net  
 

4th VP/Public Relations 
Dorothy Bice 
301-464-3748 
debice@netzero.net  

Plant Sale 
Lynne Snyder & Gaye Williams 
443-306-8920 
LynneinMD@gmail.com 
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Donald Sminkey 

 
All members of the Garden 
Club are welcome to write an 
article on a gardening-related 
subject. Please send via e-mail 
to: 
gardener@bcgardenclub.org. 
Include “B-CGC” or “Garden 
Club” in the subject heading; 
or mail to: Donald Sminkey, 
508 Otway Road, Wake 
Forest, NC 27587 
 

Deadline, July issue: 
July 8��
����
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Bowie-Crofton Garden Club 
P.O. Box 2115 
Bowie, MD 20718-2115 
 
 


